Plant News

NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTH CAROLINA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

Native Plant News Winter 2014  -15
Julie Higgie, editor ISSN: 2151 -2159
Vol. 12, Issue 3

Farewell Dr. M!

Esteemed Society Member Leaves UNCC a Better Place

By Daricia McKnight

Dr. Larry Mellichamp, NCNPS board member and friend, is &
retiring in December after 38 years of teaching botany and [&&
horticulture at UNC Charlotte. | was privileged to be able to &=
chat with him recently, and hear the stories of his life and
career.

arry Mellichamp might have been an entomologist if no

for a class field trip to Brunswick County, N.C., 46 [&
years ago. As a child he hji
thinking much about plants during his earliest biological
studies.

5 and

But one day his UNC Charlotte biology teacher, Dr. Herbert
Hechenbl ei kner, AnDr . Heck, 6 gave ask of
Venus Flytrap while the class searched for invertebrates. He searched for 10 hours, he says,

combing nearly every inch of Highway 211. At sundown, dejected, he made his way back to

the car.

As he grabbed the door handle, another door opened (so to speak). Practically underfoot, a
Hooded Pitcher Plant (Sarracenia minor) surprised and delighted him, and made for an excit-
ing save of that less-than-fruitful day.

Now keep in mind, this was 1968, five years before the Endangered Species Act. There were
no Internet plant databases to study. No digital cameras existed to make a zillion pictures of
venation patterns, hood arches, or petiolar flanges (or lack thereof), from a zillion angles.
There was just a perky little pitcher and an earnest student whose interest had been piqued by
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We are entering the native

L ¥ plant quiet time, with not
much left blooming. | still
have some sad-looking as-
ters but that is about it in

the mountains. Time for
p § identifying our fall fruits,
1 seeds, and trees!

he good news: we had 81
new members since June 1
of this year! And $1,319.50
in donations. Thanks to our
generous members and fund-raising efforts, each year
we offer Bruce & Tom Shinn Grants, to support student
research in native plant conservation, and B.W. Wells
Grantst o support stewardship
plants. NOW is the time we accept applications for these
grants. If you are or know of a student studying North
Carolina's native plants and looking for a research grant,
application instructions are here: http://
www.ncwildflower.org/about/shinn/ [the deadline is the
last day of February]. If you have a project or know some
who has a project concerning our native plants, grant
instructions are here: http://www.ncwildflower.org/about/
wells/ [applications are accepted throughout the year].

Jean Woods

One of our biggest needs is YOU! Yes, YOU! We are
asked many times to have a table or booth at various
functions across the state, but many times we are unable
to respond for lack of volunteers. Some of these re-
guests are school related and are for children. Now, |
know you think you don't know enough to help in a
booth, but we provide plenty of help. We have materials
to hand out, tables, displays, reference books, designs
for children activities/programs, and t-shirts, and, some-
times plants to sell. What we need is for YOU to volun-
teer and help. You can help in other ways, too, by volun-
teering to set up or take down a display. Most of the
events are simple and only require carrying a table and
supplies to a location for setup and back to the car for
take down.

(Continued on page  6)
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My Invasive

Education

By Tom Harville
Let 6s set the stage.
where | purposely had the builder leave
trees to keep the
ture forest | ot
Red Oaks, American Beeches, and their ac-
companying understory trees. There was a
3 Ohigh, bare, red-clay road cut on my north
si de. I di dnét have
so | covered the whole bank with 95 cubic
yards of hardwood
backo. This was 1994.
enthusiast but | did know that | wanted to keep
the fAnatural o | ook
a vast expanse of pine straw. | hired a Willow
Springs, NC landscaper who had employed
my nephew, but I
mo st |l andscapers
but then, neither did I! | also was totally igno-
rant about invasive plants. | slowly learned
about Ainvasiveso

A Princess Tree (Paulownia tomentosa) came
up on my road-cut bank. | had seen one at the
Magnolia Grill in Durham so | thought it was
OK. The blooms were gorgeous but when the
seedpods formedd there were SO manyd |
got suspicious. | cut two wheelbarrow loads of
seedpods off the limbs | could reach and logic
said Awith this many

So | cut it down, but fought the sprouts for four

more years. | figured out what it was and puz- ;,,

of gfowitfy,

zl ed over how a Aster

raw clay bank.

Within about the same time frame | became
aware of Chinese Mahonia (Berberis bealei),
which my landscaper put right outside my of-
fice window in 1994. It was beautiful: in De-
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i wo o
wi t h | Bhouwd havel knowd )better, doutil glid wadtp | ar s,

cember and January, it had
bright yellow blooms with
such a pleasant fragrance.
Then in 1997, | started see-
ing seedlings, a bunch of
t hem. I
that many Mahonias so |
ulling them up. In 2000 Zcut down
e

sta ted
the par f"ﬂla t€ dhd Jas't] last
outa seedllngfon meylbank

dsyo e . It was a

Wisteria (I think it was Wisteria sinensis). |
brought a sprig from my home place because
my mother loved it. | remembered that the vine

a stprtedapushihgostones que of owi ro¢k eching: e

ney, so Daddy and | secretly cut and cut and

Apowhas 400t
up again and thatos
beauti ful
but then

and it
control

was
ito

eliminated it.

landscaper, put in nearly 1000 plugs of

M
St a i (VnBatrinbr). FhavE Bulled nearly

40 30-gallon trashcans full of Vinca and
therebds stildl pl enty
plant Vinca minor or Vinca major, well, be
ugly!
In the late 1990s an ex-friend said English lvy
(Hedera helix) was a great plant for banks.
We o r o .t he
takBsd ﬁ’éan do it tlghtle)'afﬁeﬂ f starPridticig© ©
how there were dark green deserts where the
had not been controlled, sq after one ear
| SahEdpulhd L.
it early, it only took me three years to eradi-
cate it.

| could keep on with the stories about my gar-
(Continued on page  6)
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The New Native Terrace Garden at UNC

-C

By Larry Mellichamp

I n 2010-11 when | accepted
the challenge from Timber
Press to write a book on South-
eastern native plants and the
best ones for the garden, | real-
ized that | had a wealth of
knowledge of over 46 years of §
experience as a botanist with
native plants. | had my hands in
digging and planting in the early
years of the botanical gardens

Native Terrace
Beginning

o Paula Gross

1pursue the project. He
4 arranged a charrette, or a
design brain-storming
session of local land-
scape architects and de-
® signers, who then came
= up with ideas for creating
| something in a % acre
8 section of the Garden we
#cal l ed t he
r a @dhat tells you sev-
eral things about some of
its characteristics, but it
doesnot t el

at UNC Charlotte where | be-
came a Professor of Botany in 1976. | also
knew it would be tedious pulling all the facts
and wisdom into a book.

One day when | was walking through the gar-
dens at UNCC | realized that it would be nice if
there were a public garden where natives
could be displayed specifically to show the
public how to use natives to solve everyday
homeowner landscape problems, such as
screening, foundations, ground covers, flower-
ing trees, shrub borders, and wildflower mead-
ows. | looked on-line to find a public venue,
but could not find any public garden that dis-
played natives in such a manner. So | became
inspired to create a garden at UNCC to ac-
complish this goal. Not thinking

that this would cost very much, | &
broached the idea to my Assis-
tant Director Paula Gross, who
promptly i

said i
good idea. o

But how to begin and what actu-
ally to do? | had a successful
landscape architect friend, Ed
Davis, of Charlotte, who had

was crummy red clay and
a drainage ditch ran right through the middle
of it.

So, we decided to raise some money and
move ahead with this new and unique garden
design concept. It just had to be good because
it was such a great idea, and thus it would win
awards in architecture journals and host
droves of homeowners wanting to come out
and learn about landscaping with natives (or
learn about landscaping with anything for that
matter). Since we had no money, we wrote a
grant application and received some signifi-
cant money from the Stanley Smith Horticul-
ture Trust in California. Second, | asked the
NC Native Plant Society if they would give us
$10,000 to help underwrite

B this ambitious project in return

o for dedicating my native
plants book to them. They
(y&up didaand | did. And we

| cause we now had some fi-
ancial backing that gave us
|the confidence to move
We are certainly

talked with me casually about
these ideas. | engaged him to
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New Garden (conoé6t)

grateful for the early support of NCNPS.

The Native Terrace was to have specific sec-
tions of useful applications: a rain garden, a
nature study area, -tgpe
plants), a sandy rock garden, a formal patio
and a fern garden. We began re-sculpting the
landscape exactly two years ago (Nov. 12,
2012). In Nov. 2013 we planted hundreds of
meadow plants, along with screening shrubs,
specimen plants, and special plants we had
accumulated. The super-cold winter of 2014
killed a few small plants that had not become

wel-r oot ed (advice: donot

cially grasses, late in the season.) But mostly
the specimens came through and flourished in
summer 20149 in some cases they grew too
much with all the extra rain.

In short, the garden is a teaching and learning
endeavor. We saw thousands of native insects
visit the Ilush Monarda punctata (Spotted
Horse-balm) and Pyncnanthemum montanum
(Appalachian Mountain-mint), Salvia coccinea
(Scarlet Sage) and Agastache scrophulariifolia
(Purple Giant-hy ssop) . Webr e
on what wor ked wel |,

more sun, or less. What preferred poor soil;
what liked sand. What rabbits like to eat and
what reblooms all summer. We loved the little
bluestem grass. The yellow-flowered Sweet
Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia subtomentosa)
was a knockout for two months. We realized
you can have a lawn of native St. Augustine
grass. Overall, the plantings were beautiful.

Take a look at some pictures and plant lists on
our web site (http://gardens.uncc.edu) and
come see for yourself how the terrace is de-
veloping. You might want to help with funding
by purchasing a memorial brick. By the way, it
is named the Mellichamp Native Terrace after
Audrey and me in honor of my retirement this
year.
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